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Letter - R2. San Diego Regional Chamber of
Commerce. Signatory - Jessie J. Knight, Jr.. 

Response to Comment R2-1
Comment noted.
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Letter - R3. Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California. Signatory - Laura J.

Simonek. 

Response to Comment R3-1
Comment noted.

Response to Comment R3-2
IID does not agree that in the absence of the QSA, IID and SDCWA
must receive approval of CVWD and MWD before a transfer from IID to
SDCWA could occur. This difference of opinion does not impact the
environmental analysis. Any legal objections to such a transfer can be
resolved by agreement or in the appropriate forum. As noted in the
Draft EIR/EIS, IID and SDCWA have filed a petition seeking SWRCB
approval of the water transfers, including a determination that the
Project is in furtherance of SWRCB Decision 1600, SWRCB Order WR
8820, Article X, Section 2 of the California Constitution, and Sections
100 and 109 of the Water Code. Reclamation's agreement to
implement the change in diversion required for a transfer to SDCWA, in
a form similar to the IA anticipated for the QSA, would also be needed. 
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Response to Comment R3-3
See response to comment R3-2.

Response to Comment R3-4
IID maintains that because conservation of water is a valid agricultural
use, any mitigation required for creating the conserved water is also a
valid agricultural use. One way to mitigate for reduction in drainage
inflow to the Salton Sea is to fallow certain agricultural fields and
provide the water that would otherwise be used on those fields to the
Salton Sea. The ancillary use of water for required mitigation necessary
to utilize an allowed agricultural use is itself an agricultural use. Thus,
the fallowing is a valid beneficial agricultural use. The comment uses
the term "transitional evapotranspiration land fallowing", a term that has
no commonly understood meaning in the context of the creation of
conserved water. "Transition" is defined in Merriam Webster's
Collegiate Dictionary as "1. a passage from one state, stage, subject, or
place to another; 2. a movement, development, or evolution from one
form, stage, or style to another…" The comment suggests that water be
run through a field that is not under cultivation and then released into
the drains which in turn lead to the Salton Sea. All this would
accomplish is a significant loss of water because of evaporation. 
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Response to Comment R3-5
Refer to the Master Response on Socioeconomics Crop Type
Assumptions for Socioeconomic Analysis of Fallowing in Section 9 of
this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment R3-6
Refer to the Master Responses on Socioeconomics Crop Type
Assumptions for Socioeconomic Analysis of Fallowing,
Hydrology Development of the Baseline and Hydrology Selenium
Mitigation in Section 9 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment R3-7
Please refer to the Master Responses on Hydrology—Development of
the Baseline and Biology—Approach to Salton Sea Habitat
Conservation Strategy in Section 9 in this Final EIR/EIS.
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